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Legal status of e-scooters 
While it is legal to buy or sell an e-scooter (classed as a battery-powered personal 
transport device), riding them on public roads, pavements or cycle lanes is against the law. 
Riders could face a £300 fine and six points on their licence if they use them on public 
roads or pavements. Riding e-scooters on private land is legal with the landowner’s 
permission. 
 
The Electric Scooter Trials and Traffic Signs (Coronavirus) Regulations and General 
Directions 2020 (SI 2020/663) provide the legislative basis for the e-scooter trials. They 
define ‘e-scooters’ and amend road traffic regulations to exempt e-scooters being used in 
a trial from certain requirements of the Road Traffic Act 1988. Even in local authority areas 
which decide to run trials, it will still be illegal to ride a privately owned (non-trial) e-scooter 
on public roads, pavements or cycle lanes. 
 
E-scooters: Transport policy panacea or street menace? 
Views differ on the potential benefits and problems presented by e-scooters. Some believe 
that they offer solutions to a wide range of transport policy goals (such as reducing 
pollution, congestion), while others believe that they are potentially dangerous and may 
undermine messaging about active travel and green transport. 
Three of the key issues are: 
 

 Journey replacement for cars, public transport and other modes: E-scooters could 
help cut congestion and improve air quality in urban areas. In cities that allow e-
scooters, it is not clear whether e-scooter trips have replaced car journeys. Rather, 
some are concerned they have replaced trips that would otherwise be walked, cycled, 
taken by kick scooters or by public transport. This would negate both the supposed 
congestion-alleviating benefits and could have negative health impacts, through 
reduced physical activity. 

 Tackling climate change: Proponents of e-scooters suggest they can help cut 
everyday carbon emissions by getting people out of their cars. However, several 
studies suggest the short lifespan of e-scooters means these carbon savings may be 
minimal, if achieved at all. 

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8958/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/663/contents/made
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https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8958/CBP-8958.pdf


 Safety concerns: Stakeholders have expressed concerns over: whether micromobility 
devices are physically robust and safe by design; whether users have the skills to use 
them safely; how they interact with other vehicles, road users and pedestrians; and 
how liability is handled when accidents occur. 
 

E-scooter rental trials, 2020- 
From 4 July 2020, local areas in England, Scotland and Wales have been able to 
undertake 12-month e-scooter rental trials, provided they meet DfTs requirements. The 
trial end date has been extended until March 2022. During the trials: 
 

 Rental e-scooters will be allowed on roads and cycle lanes, but will continue to be 
banned from pavements; 

 E-scooters will be limited to a maximum speed of 15.5 mph; 

 Riders should wear helmets, but they will not be mandatory; 

 Privately-owned e-scooters will remain illegal; and 

 Riders will need a full or provisional car, motorcycle or moped licence to use the 
devices, and they must be aged 16 or over. 

 
The trials will be used will to inform future government policy and possible legislative 
change. Trials have been launched in 32 trial areas across a mixture of towns, cities, local 
authorities and combined mayoral authority areas. The Transport Committee welcomed 
the Government’s e-scooter trials ahead of work to examine the legal status of e-scooters, 
which they said should draw on lessons from other countries so as to avoid potential 
negative impacts on pedestrians and disabled people. 
 
 

E-scooter trial in Gloucestershire  
 
From October 4 2020, the centres of Gloucester and Cheltenham have been part of a 
national trial of e-scooters.  The trial will be for a period of 12 months and trial areas are 
limited to restricted areas of the city and town centres only. 
 
The trial is in partnership with Zwings, a national provider for e-scooter and e-bike rental 
schemes.  Further information about the trial with Zwings in Gloucestershire can be found 
here: https://www.zwings.co.uk/faqs/gcc-faqs/  
 
People wanting to take part in the trial must be aged over 16, hold a valid or provisional 
driving license and must adhere to the Highway Code.  All e-scooters are GPS tracked 
and speed limits are in place. 
 
What does the council say? 
Former Cabinet member responsible for environment and transport Councillor Nigel Moor 
said: “E-scooters are an exciting step into the future of green travel options and I am 
thrilled Gloucester and Cheltenham have been chosen to host a Government trial. 
 
“I’m proud we are thinking outside of the box and looking at all options when it comes to 
carbon free transport. I hope residents, businesses and visitors will give it a try.” 

https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/cheltenham-news/gloucestershires-e-scooter-trial-everything-4575862 
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Gloucestershire Constabulary 
 

Advice on using e-scooters 
https://beta.gloucestershire.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rs/road-safety/advice-
escooters/  
 
What is an e-scooter? 
Electrical scooters (also known as e-scooters) come under the category of “powered 
transporters”. This also covers a range of other personal transport devices which are 
powered by a motor. 
 
“Powered transporters” fall within the legal definition of a motor vehicle under the Road 
Traffic Act 1988. Therefore, the rules that apply to motor vehicles, also apply to e-scooters. 
 
As a motor vehicle, they must comply with various pieces of Road Traffic Legislation, 
including but not limited to: 

 driving with a licence 

 driving/riding with insurance 

 driving/riding other than on a road 

 need to be taxed 
 
It is not currently possible to get appropriate insurance for privately owned e-scooters, 
meaning it is illegal to use them on the road or in public spaces. 
 
Rental e-scooter trials 
Trials of rental e-scooters are taking place in the UK. Any person who uses a rental e-
scooter on a public road or other public space, must comply with the relevant Road Traffic 
Legislation or they face potential prosecution. 
 
Legal use of an e-scooter 
It is legal to use an e-scooter on private land with the permission of the land owner. 
 
In areas where a trial rental scheme is running, it is legal to use a rental e-scooter on a 
public road or cycle lane. 
 
Enforcement 
The most appropriate action for the circumstances will be given, these include: 

 a Fixed Penalty Notice for no insurance, with a £300 fine and six penalty points 

 a Fixed Penalty Notice for no driving licence, up to £100 fine and three to six penalty 
points 

 
Rider behaviour 
Police will also take action against rider behaviour, whether private or rental. Offences 
could include: 

 riding on the footway: Fixed Penalty Notice and possible £50 fine 

 using a mobile phone: £100 and six penalty points 

 riding through red lights: Fixed Penalty Notice, £100 fine and possible penalty points 

 drink driving offences: As with driving cars; court imposed fines, driving ban and 
possible imprisonment 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/e-scooter-trials-guidance-for-users


If you are using an e-scooter in public in an anti-social manner, you can also risk the e-
scooter being seized under section 59 of the Police Reform Act. 
 
We would always recommend to wear safety protection such as a helmet when riding 
these vehicles, and to keep to the speed limit. 
 

E-scooter seizures from Gloucestershire Constabulary 
 
The table below shows the number of e-scooters seized as a result of use on roads up the 
end of July 2021: 
 

2021 
Number of e-scooters 

seized 

January 7 

February 7 

March 11 

April 12 

May 3 

June 14 

July 12 
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